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We invite you to sail 
the 107th running of 

the Chicago to Mackinac race 
in 2015. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Afterwards cruise Michigan's 
islands and northern harbors.  

 
 
 
 



 

Stearns Boating   rich@stearnsboating.com    P 312-994-9153  C 847-404-2209 

Make the race then take a cruise 
afterwards. 
The Race to Mackinac is the world’s longest running fresh water race.  Started by a few 
wealthy Chicagoans who were looking for a fast way to get to their summer retreats on 
Mackinac Island.  Up until now, it was hard and expensive for a non-Chicagoan to sail in 
this race.  If you didn’t know someone with a boat, you would have to bring your own or 
charter one…both expensive propositions.  The J/88 changes all of that.  For a fraction of 
what it would cost to charter a boat, you too can experience the thrill of the race and the 
beauty of the region on your J/88.   

We have put together some information to 
help you think about the possibility and 
realize how easy it can be to mark this event 
off your bucket list. 

THE RACE 

The Chicago to Mackinac race is on July 11, 
2015.  For more information on the race to 
go Chicagoyachtclub.com.  Registration is 
done by email, you must first apply for an 
invitation. So if you have never done the 
race it is best to start early. There is a space 
limit of just over 300 boats.  Early 
application is encouraged as late entrants 
may not be accepted.   

GETTING YOUR BOAT TO CHICAGO 

This section gives you some general 
information on cost of launching and 
hauling your boat, and delivering trailers to 
northern Michigan.  All prices are 
approximate and specific costs should be 

discussed directly with the service providers.   

This boat is very easy to trail.  More details on how it trails later on, but we tow our boat 
with our Jeep Grand Cherokee Diesel and it has worked out beautifully for us.  If you are 
able to trail yourself, you obviously save a great deal on the shipping costs.  However, 
there are shippers and delivery companies who can do the work for you. 

We work with Lattis Yacht solutions http://latis-
yachting.com/. They are very good at moving boats 
this size around.  Prices are based on distance and 
boat size.  To give a very general estimate, one way 
from Providence, RI to Chicago, IL is around $3200.  
Call them directly at (734) 231-8610 to get a quote 
for your location.   
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Once your boat is in Chicago there are a few options for getting it ready. You might not 
know that all lake front property is owned by the city. So there are no Marinas on the 
Chicago lakefront. If you would like to 
launch you boat at a Marina you can use 
Crowley's Yacht Yard or Skyway Marine 
services which are both on the south side 
of the city up the Calumet river.  It is a 2 
hour delivery from both yards to the 
harbors. Larsen Marine is located north of 
Chicago in Waukegan, IL. They are a 4 
1/2 hour delivery from the Chicago 
harbors.  

We used the single point lift and have 
launched the J/88 from the crane of 
Chicago Yacht Club at Belmont (which is free). The single point lift works great, there is 
also a gin pole at the club that you can use to put the mast up. If you prefer not to rig your 
own boat,  Lattis Yachting Solutions can take care of it for you for $750.  

Here is the breakdown of costs: 

Boat delivery from Providence, RI to Chicago (estimate)	   $3200	  

Launch at Marina (Crowleys, Skyway, Larsen)	   $250	  

Launch at CYC Belmont (do it yourself)	   $0	  

Rig up at Marina (not tuned, basic rigging)	   $200	  

Rig up at CYC Belmont (do it yourself)	   $0	  

Launch, rig tuned, race ready by Lattis Yachting Solutions	   $750	  

Deliver trailer from Chicago to Northern Michigan 	   $600 - $800	  

Haul out of boat after race.  Shepler’s Marina Mackinac City, MI	   $200	  

Breakdown prep boat for shipping after race by Lattis Yachting 
Solutions	  

$750	  

Breakdown prep boat for shipping after race (do it yourself)	   $0	  

	   	  

 

 

 

 

 



 

Stearns Boating   rich@stearnsboating.com    P 312-994-9153  C 847-404-2209 

GETTING READY FOR THE RACE AND PROVISIONING  

Read the Mac safety requirements to understand what you need to have on the boat, these 
can be found on the CYC website for registered skippers/boats.  
http://www.cycracetomackinac.com/the-race/race-documents/  

You do need equipment for the race that you normally wouldn't need. Storm sails, and 
safety equipment and we would reccomend a Code0. It will cost a few thousnd dollars to 
get all the equipment and it is hard ot rent.  

Provisioning is pretty simple.  You need to have a stove as part of the requirements.  We 
purchased a small butane powered burner (similar to what they will use at restaurants 
when cooking outside).  We did use the stove to make hot water for coffee and to make 
noodle cups.  We used one cooler for food items and other for beverages.  We purchased 
a water filtration system which worked quite well and eliminates the need to bring 
gallons of water (and extra weight on the boat).  We had enough water to start the race (2 
gallons) and then filtered water directly from the lake for the rest of the race.  You want 
to try to avoid getting filtered water around Milwaukee.   

Our food was very simple and easy to put together.  Cold sandwiches, yogurt, string 
cheese and beef jerky.  Apples, cookies, candy bars, nuts.  You get the picture.  Nothing 
that takes time to prepare and easy items that can be eaten on the fly.  We always pack 
too much.  Seems there is too much excitement to want to eat. 

We rented a satellite system for the race so that we could access Yellowbrick (the 
tracking site). It proved invaluable to us in understanding where our competition was and 
if certain places on the lake had more air than others.  Some may feel this changes 
sailboat racing, but the technology is here and it’s not going away. 

COME EARLY, STAY LATE 

We have some great regattas prior to the Mac Race, come early and sail with us on our 
beautiful fresh water lake.  The city of Chicago provides an incredible backdrop for 
spectacular racing. 

Due to our agreement with Mackinac Island, all racers have to be off the docks by 11 am 
Wednesday ET (unless you pay to keep a slip).  You can end you’re experience a few 
miles away at Mackinaw City, MI and pull your boat out there OR you can experience all 

the beauty that Northern 
Michigan has to offer with 
some of the best cruising 
waters in the world. 

Continue north from 
Mackinac Island 50 miles 
and you will enter the north 
channel of Lake Huron. 
"Recognized as one of the 
‘best freshwater cruising 

grounds in the world’, the North Channel offers boaters plenty of opportunity whether 
venturing on a day trip, a week vacation or a month long stay. Full service marinas 
welcome boaters to the North Channel and the many picturesque towns provide visitors 
with all the amenities. The North Channel and its communities invite you to enjoy the 
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peaceful waters and on shore, dining, shopping, festivals, museums, theatre and much 
more" (http://thenorthchannel.ca/). Northern lights, beautiful forests…exploring the 
North Channel is a cruisers dream. You could spend your whole vacation in the North but 
there are some great spots back in Lake Michigan you might want to check out.  

From Mac Island it is a day trip to Beaver Island. Although Beaver Island is known today 
mostly for its beaches, forests, 
recreational harbor, and seclusion, at one 
time it was the site of a unique Mormon 

kingdom. There is some good dining but 
you might want to call ahead after the 
Mac race.  

You might have to stay on your boat or 
camp on Beaver so if that is not for you, 
you could try another route. Head south 
to Harbor Springs in Little Traverse Bay. 
Harbor Springs is a very upscale place. 

You know it when the clothing stores say New York, Paris and Harbor Springs. It is a 
beautiful harbor and a quaint town.  If that is all the cruising you want to do, you can haul 
out at Irish Boat shop.  If you’re not ready to stop, go to Charlevoix.  From there, you 
could check out Grand Traverse Bay and haul out in Traverse City.  Or, you can skip 
Grand Traverse Bay and stop at the village of Leland.  You have to get here soon after 
the race as space fills up quickly with Mac delivery boats  Leland is just a beautiful little 
fishing village. You can get a motel there and the dining is great. I would suggest the 
Perch.  

Keep moving down the Lake and 
you can cruise down to Portage Lake 
and haul out at Onekama Marina. 
Stop at Ludington, where the Badger 
Ferry travels daily between 
Michigan and Wisconsin  Many 
sailors try to make the after Mac 
party at Pentwater MI on the Friday 

after the Mac. The cute cities just continue 
down the lake and by the time you get to Lake 
Macatawa and Holland, MI I would suggest 
hauling out. Chicagoans delivering home, will 
generally cross the lake at Holland, MI or 
farther north.  We’ve only talked about 
Michigan cruising.  There is a whole other side 
of the lake to check out. Why not cruise through 
"Deaths Door" and into Green Bay (although 
since there is an entire book on Ship Wrecks in 
Death's Door you may want to find another 
route.  You can visit Door County, Sister Bay, 

Egg Harbor, Sturgeon Bay and of course the home of the Packers. Yes, haul your boat in 
Packer land and take it home! There are endless places to explore in Northern Michigan 
and Wisconsin with family and friends.  
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Mackinac Race Resources: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
http://www.michigan.org 
 
www.mackinc_island.org 
 
www.choosechicago.com 
 
www.chicagoyachtclub.org 
 
www.travelwisconsin.com 
 
www.sailmichigan.org 
 
Crowley's Yacht Yard Chicago   http://www.crowleys.com/    773-221-9990 
 
Skyway Yacht Works Chicago     http://www.skywayyachtworks.com/  773-734-7777 
 
Larsen Marine  Waukegan Il    http://www.larsenmarine.com/    847-336-5456 
 
Latis Yachting solutions   www.latisyachting@yahoo.com  734 231-8610 


