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“IT'S YOUR CLASS”

I remember when | first
purchased my J/105 and had to
pay $25 dues. | thought, what is
this, some kind of royalty fee to
J/Boats? It wasn'’t entirely clear
what added benefit the national
organization provided; all my
racing issues were handled by
the local fleet.

Well, in the seven years that
I have had my J/105, | have
served locally as fleet captain
and on the national level (as vice
president last year, and president
this year). | can tell you that the
National Association does play a

vital role in the health, welfare
S and ongoing growth of our
E J/105 class. But its efficacy is
directly related to the effort that
7 individual boat owners invest.

Our national constitution
(found on the website) tells us

that the purpose of our organization is:

a) To promote the building and racing of
the J/105 as a strict one-design class
throughout the world.

b)To preserve J/105’s recreational
features, including ease of handling,
low cost of ownership, safety and
comfort.

¢) To help organize and promote national
and international class events for the
benefit of J/105 class members among
predominately amateur crews.

d) To maintain the worldwide one-design
integrity and equality of performance
of the J/105 while maximizing
participation at J/105 events.

e) To coordinate and manage the affairs
and rules of the Class in cooperation
with international and national sailing
authorities, and J/Boats, Inc.

We are blessed with one of the largest
one design fleets in the world. Hull #665
is under construction and there are over
25 national and 24 international fleets.
The resale value, quality of our racing,
and resiliency of our fleets is directly
proportional to the number of active
boats racing.

How then, do we maintain and
expand our organization and avoid
the pitfalls that can lead to its demise?
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Sunshine Abounds in Key West

NELSON WEIDERMAN

KATANA, ANOTHER HAZARD, and RUM AT SIX jockey on the tightly packed starting line.

With clear skies, temperatures in the
80’s, and moderate breezes, Acura Key
West 2007 and the J/105 Midwinters
required no more clothing than t-shirts
and shorts. While the past two years
were ten degrees cooler than average
(with foulweather gear and fleece sales
high), this year was ten degrees warmer
than average. And with no fronts passing
through, the wind was remarkably
consistent — from the east and always
under 12 knots. There was no major
damage and the protests were few. And
nobody complained about either.

33 J/105's from eleven fleets made the
trek down Highway 1 for the week-long
regatta, and no one was disappointed by

2007 NAC

November 1-4, 2007
Fleet #3
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The2007 North American Championship
will be hosted by Fleet #3 and sailed
out of Annapolis Yacht Club. NOR,
registration, and lots of additional
info are now available on the regatta
website, which is linked from j105.org.

the talent or the socializing. Class favorite
MASQUERADE (San Francisco, CA)
won three races to take the regatta for the
third time in a row, but owner Thomas
Coates admitted it wasn't as easy as it
looked. “The racing is so close in our
class. If you make one small mistake, you
pay dearly.” And with six different boats
winning at least one race, the depth of the
fleet was apparent.

260 boats sailed out on Monday in a
15 knot easterly that declined as the day
wore on. The line seemed short for the 33
105's, but the first race went off without
a hitch. MASQUERANDE led at the first
mark and never looked back, followed by
CONVEXITY and SAVASANA.
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